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FOREWORD

The eighth scientific journal, prepared by RTU Research Centre
for Engineering History (RCEH), is published in the year of the 162nd
Anniversary of Riga Technical University (RTU). It comprises five
scientific articles, the authors of which are scientists and lecturers
of universities in Latvia, North Macedonia, and Germany, as well as
a member and student of the Latvian Association for the History of
Science.

The authors of the scientific articles published in the scientific
journal gave presentations on the results of their studies at the 64th
RTU International Scientific Conference in October 2023. The articles
introduce the readers to the long-term cooperation, exchange of
experience, and mutual enrichment between RTU and the Technical
University of Dresden, personalities who have contributed to the
development of dairy farming in Latvia, engineering structures and
building houses, as well as to the first female architect in Yugoslavia.

The journal opens with the joint article of RTU professors Alida
Zigmunde and Igors Tipans «International Relations of Riga Technical
University and Dresden University of Technology Over Three Centuries
(1862-2024)». It mentions the names of dozens of engineers who studied
both in Dresden and Riga, worked at both universities and, after two
years of studies at Riga Polytechnic Institute (RPI), went to finish their
studies in Dresden in the second half of the 20th century. Cooperation
in various ways, including international projects, is also currently being
implemented.

In the 20th century, Latvia was known as a country with highly
developed agriculture, the development of which was facilitated not
only by engineers with university diplomas. One of them was a peasant
without higher education, Péteris Elksnitis (1879-1963), one of the
founders of dairy farming in Latvia in the interwar period. Indulis
ZvirgzdinS, a member of the Latvian Association for the History of
Science, conducted research on him in archives, libraries, and the
Madona Museum of Local History and Art.

In 1874, 150 years ago, the internationally known scientist and
pedagogue Heinrich Malcher (1848-1927), whose achievements in
geodesy, hydrology, and water supply in the second half of the 19th
century are indisputable, started working at Riga Polytechnicum. His
achievements are permanent in the history of engineering, and the
Professor, long-time Head of the Department of Engineering (1882-1902)



H. Malcher has been honoured again because Daniels Sellers, a student
at the University of Bonn, as well as RTU Professor Alida Zigmunde and
RTU Liepaja Professor Arturs Medveckis, showed interest in his life and
activities.

The author of the fourth study is Vladimir Ladinski, Professor
of the private American College of the University of Skopje in North
Macedonia, who focused on the study of the life of Jelena Tomi¢-
Bokur (1889-1961), one of the first women with a higher education in
architecture in Yugoslavia. She was a graduate of the Technical Faculty
of the University of Belgrade (1913) and devoted 24 years to engineering,
working in the territory of present-day North Macedonia. The research
is also interesting internationally because not a single European country
admitted women to universities before World War I. For example, in
Latvia, engineering studies were available to women only from 1919.

The collection of scientific articles is concluded by RTU Assistant
Professor Ilze Gudro’s research on the architect, a graduate of the State
University of Latvia (1952), Lidija Ose (1922-1985). The research is
based on archival documents and reveals the behind-the-scenes of Soviet
architecture and the importance of L. Ose in the development of projects
and provides information about contemporaries and colleagues of the
little-known architect who worked in various positions together with
the mentioned architect.

The journal also contains obituaries of RPI / RTU personnel who
passed away in 2023 and 2024: RPI / RTU lecturers Janis Auzukalns,
Uldis Bérzins, former RPI / RTU Rector Egons Lavendelis, Péteris
Milzarajs, Andris Ozols, Ivars Rankis, Elmars Riekstins, and Peéteris
Sipkovs, and RPI / RTU employees - Maris Grebstelis, Lilita Rasma
Tabare and Ulla Vilka.

This issue of the journal concludes with the chronology of key
events of Riga Technical University in the academic year 2023/2024
(1 September 2023-31 August 2024).

Editor-in-Chief, Associate Professor Dr. psych. Airisa Steinberga
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Rigas Tehniskas universitates (RTU) 162. jubilejas gada iznak
RTU InZenierzinatnu véstures pétniecibas centra (IVPC) sagatavotais
astotais zinatniskais zurnals. Taja publicéti pieci zinatniskie raksti, kuru
autori ir Latvijas, Ziemelmakedonijas un Vacijas augstskolu zinatnieki un
docétaji, ka ar1 Latvijas Zinatnu véstures asociacijas biedrs un students.

Zinatniskaja Zurnala publicéto zinatnisko rakstu autori zinojusi
par tiem RTU 64. starptautiskaja zinatniskaja konferencé 2023. gada
oktobri. Pétijumu autori zinatniska Zurnala lasitajus iepazistina
ar RTU un Drézdenes Tehniskas universitates ilggadigo sadarbibu,
pieredzes apmainu un savstarpéjo bagatinasanos, ar personibam, kuras
Latvija veicinajuSas piensaimniecibas attistibu, devusas ieguldijumu
inZenierbiivés un namu celtnieciba, ka ari par pirmo sievieti arhitekti
Dienvidslavija.

Zurnalu ievada RTU profesoru Alidas Zigmundes un Igora Tipana
kopraksts «Rigas Tehniskas universitates un Drézdenes Tehniskas
universitates starptautiska partneriba trijos gadsimtos (1862-2024)».
Taja minéti vairaki desmiti inZenieru vardi, kuri studé&jusi gan
Drézdené, gan Riga, stradajusi abas augstskolas, ka ari péc divu gadu
studijam Rigas Politehniskaja institita (RPI) 20. gadsimta otraja pusé
devusies pabeigt studijas Drézdené. Sadarbiba dazados veidos, tostarp
starptautiskos projektos, tiek realizéta ar1 patlaban.

Latvija 20. gadsimta bija pazistama ka valsts ar augsti attistitu
lauksaimniecibu, kuras attistibu sekméja ne tikai inZenieri ar
augstskolas diplomu. Viens no tadiem bija vidzemnieks bez augstakas
izglitibas Péteris Elksnitis (1879-1963), viens no piensaimniecibas
izveidotajiem Latvija starpkaru perioda. Pétijumu par vinu arhivos,
bibliotéekas un Madonas Novadpétniecibas un makslas muzeja veicis
Latvijas Zinatnu véstures asociacijas biedrs Indulis Zvirgzdins.

Pirms 150 gadiem, 1874. gada, Rigas Politehnikuma saka stradat
starptautiski pazistams zinatnieks, pedagogs Heinrihs Malhers (1848-
1927), kura veikums geodézija, hidrologija, idensapgadé 19. gadsimta
otraja pusé nav apstridams. Tie ir paliekoSi inZenierzinatnu vésturé un
profesora, ilggadiga InZenieru nodalas vaditaja (1882-1902) H. Malhera
ir atkal goda celts, jo par vina dzivi un darbibu interesi izradija Bonnas
Universitates students Daniels Sellers, ki ari RTU profesore Alida
Zigmunde un RTU Liepaja profesors Arturs Medveckis.



Ceturta peétijuma autors ir privatas Skopjes Universitates Amerikas
koledzas Ziemelmakedonija profesors Vladimirs Ladinskis (Vladimir
Ladinski), kur$ pievérsies vienas no pirmajam sievietém ar augstako
izglitibu arhitektara Dienvidslavija Jelena Tomié-Bokuras (1889-1961)
dzivesdarbibas izpétei. Vina ir Belgradas Universitates Tehniskas
fakultates absolvente (1913) un 24 gadus veltijusi inZenierzinatném,
stradajot pasreizéjas Ziemelmakedonijas teritorija. Pétijums ir
interesants ari starptautiski, jo ne viena vien Eiropas valstl pirms
Pirma pasaules kara sievietes augstskolas neuznéma. Pieméram, Latvija
inZenierzinatnu studijas sievietém bija pieejamas tikai no 1919. gada.

Zinatnisko rakstu krajumu nosledz RTU docentes Ilzes Gudro
pétijums par arhitekti, Latvijas Valsts universitates absolventi (1952)
Lidiju Osi (1922-1985). Pétijums balstits arhivu dokumentos un atklaj
padomju arhitektiras aizkulises, L. Oses nozimi projektu izstradé un
sniedz zinas par mazzinamas arhitektes laikabiedriem, kolégiem, kuri
stradajusi dazados amatos kopa ar minéto arhitekti.

2023. un 2024. gada muziba devusSies RPI / RTU docetaji - Janis
Auzukalns, Uldis Bérzins, bijusais RPI / RTU rektors Egons Lavendelis,
Péteris Milzarajs, Andris Ozols, Ivars Rankis, Elmars Riekstin$ un
Péteris §ipkovs; RPI / RTU darbinieki - Maris Grebstelis, Lilita Rasma
Tabare un Ulla Vilka. Zurnala lasimi vinu nekrologi.

Zinatnisko rakstu krajumu noslédz RTU 2023./2024. studiju gada
nozimigako notikumu hronologija (01.09.2023-31.08.2024).

Galvena redaktore asociéta profesore Dr. psych. Airisa Steinberga
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