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FOREWORD

The seventh volume of the scientific journal issued by the Research
Centre for Engineering History of RTU (RCEH) was published in the year
of the 160th anniversary of oldest faculties of RTU - the Faculty of Civil
Engineering and Faculty of Materials Science and Applied Chemistry,
which started their activities in 1863. The papers included in this volume
of the journal are dedicated to former students and lecturers of these
faculties.

This volume contains seven scientific articles. The authors of the first
five papers have reported on their findings at international scientific
conferences of RTU. The authors of the research are Latvian and North
Macedonian scientists, historians of science, and faculty of universities,
who introduce the readers to the performance of technical intelligentsia
not only in engineering but also in pedagogy, linguistics, and culture,
reflecting on the activities of graduates and faculty of RTU predecessor,
Riga Polytechnic Institute (RPI).

This volume opens with a paper by Maris Baltins, Professor of the
University of Latvia (UL), Director of the State Language Centre of
Latvia, presenting his research on the contribution of the Latvian
technical intelligentsia to the field of terminology until the establishment
of the Republic of Latvia. The research was carried out within the
project «Misdienu latviesu valodas lietojums un attistiba» (Research
on the Use and Development of the Modern Latvian Language) of the
National Research Program of the Latvian Council of Science (No. VPP-
LETONIKA-2022/1-0001). M. Baltins mentioned 29 persons in the
study - six graduates of Riga Polytechnicum (RP) and 14 graduates
of RPI, as well as nine former students who did not obtain a university
diploma. Each of them contributed to the development of technical
terminology in the second half of the 19th century and the beginning of
the 20th century.

The research on the pedagogical activity of an engineer, pedagogue,
RPI graduate Janis Rupais was carried out in collaboration with the
Director of RTU RCEH Iize Gudro and the Head of the Department for
Historic Research and Scientific Publications Alida Zigmunde with the
employees of Gulbene Municipality Museum of History and Art llze
Usele and Ineta Bauere. A comprehensive article about J. Rupais provides
results of extensive research on this personality, revealing some lesser-
known facts, including the account of the activities of Janis Rupais in
Gulbene City.
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The third paper is dedicated to the twists and turns in the life of
shipping engineer Edgars Oto Pinka, the study was conducted in archives
and libraries by historian Indulis Zvirgzdins. E. O. Pinka entered RPI in
1914 but did not commence his studies and chose to study at the Naval
Engineering School in Kronstadt. During the interwar period, he was
one of the best specialists in the Latvian Navy, who popularized Latvian
music in France. His daughter Mara Pinka is a graduate and a former
lecturer of RPI.

The fourth paper by UL researcher Svetlana Kovalcuka and RTU
Professor Alida Zigmunde is dedicated to a former RPI Professor Mikhail
Berlov, who lived in Tsarist Russia and the Republic of Latvia during
the interwar period. Becoming disappointed in Soviet Russia in the
first years of Soviet rule, M. Berlov and his family asked the Latvian
authorities to allow them to settle in Riga and obtain Latvian citizenship.
Professor left a significant pedagogical and scientific legacy, including
many textbooks he compiled.

The fifth study addresses the scientific activity and contribution of
Voldemars Dale, Honorary Doctor of the Latvian Academy of Sciences,
to the development of power engineering. The author of the article,
UL Associate Professor Austra Avotina, traces important stages of the
scientist’s activity throughout his life, also reflecting on his cooperation
with the researchers of RTU Faculty of Power and Electrical Engineering.

The next paper presents the results of research on the first engineers
and architects born in the territory of present-day North Macedonia
conducted by Professor Viadimir Ladinski of the University American
College Skopje in North Macedonia. Among dozens of engineers, the
researcher also identified three RPI alumni who graduated from the
university before World War I and whose diplomas were recognized by
the Technical Faculty of the University of Belgrade in the 1930s.

The article by aviation historian Guenther Sollinger concludes this
volume of the scientific journal. It is dedicated to constructors and
pilots - early developers of world aviation (1900-1914). The article was
developed by analyzing the lives and professional activities of 14 142
personalities, it also reflects on the types of airplanes, helicopters,
ornithopters, gliders, and other aircraft that were operated at the
beginning of the 20th century until World War I.

The academic year 2022/2023 brought mournful messages - Gunars
Asaris, Vera Gosteine, Vladislavs Grisins, Rihards Indriksons, Licija Kupce,
Peter Mensah, Janis Osis, Egils Pans, Laimonis Steinbergs, Gunars Upitis,
Janis Valeinis, Visvaldis Vrublevskis, Maris Zeltins; lecturer and Honorary
Doctor of RTU Talis Millers, long-time leader of RTU folk dance ensemble
«Vektors», choreographer Uldis Steins; long-term employees - a clerk
of the Office of Vice-Rector for Finance Gunta Freiberga, librarian of



RTU Scientific Library Diana Ielite, Chair of the Pensioners’ Council
of RTU Trade Union Mara Léruma, an employee of the Department of
Engineering Mathematics Velta Saicdne, a former assistant of RPI / RTU
Rector Daina Zviedre passed away. The obituaries of RPI / RTU lecturers
who passed away during the academic year 2022/2023 are published at
the end of the journal.

This issue of the journal is concluded with the chronology of the key
events that happened at Riga Technical University in the academic year
2022/2023 (1 Sept 2022-31 Aug 2023).

Editor-in-Chief, Associate Professor Dr. psych. Airisa Steinberga
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PRIEKSVARDS

Rigas Tehniskas universitates (RTU) InZenierzinatnu véstures
pétniecibas centra (IVPC) sagatavotais septitais zinatniskais zurnals
izndk RTU senako fakultdSu - Bivniecibas inZenierzinatnu un
Materialzinatnes un lietiskas kimijas, 160. jubilejas gada - tas savu
darbibu sika 1863. gada. Zurnala ievietotajos pétijumos minéti 3o
fakultasu bijusie studenti un docétaji.

Zinatniskaja zurnala publicéti septini zinatniskie raksti, un piecu
pirmo rakstu autori zinojusi par tiem RTU starptautiskajas zinatniskajas
konferenceés. Pétijumu autori ir Latvijas un Zieme]makedonijas zinatnieki,
zinatnu veésturnieki un augstskolu macibspeki, kuri Zurnala lasitajus
iepazistina ar tehniskas inteligences veikumu ne tikai inZenierzinatnés,
bet arl pedagogija, valodnieciba un kultlira, ar RTU prieksteca, Rigas
Politehniska institiita (RPI), absolventu un macibspéka dzivesdarbibu.

Zurnalu ievada Latvijas Universitates (LU) profesora, Valsts valodas
centra direktora Mara Baltina pétijums par latviesu tehniskas inteligences
veikumu terminologijas joma lidz Latvijas Republikas izveidei. Tas
veikts Latvijas Zinatnes padomes valsts pétjjumu programmas
projekta «Miusdienu latvieSu valodas lietojums un attistiba» (Nr. VPP-
LETONIKA-2022/1-0001). M. Baltin$ pétijuma minéjis 29 personas - seSus
Rigas Politehnikuma (RP) un 14 RPI absolventus, ka ari devinus bijusos
studentus, kuri augstskolas diplomu neieguva. Katrs no viniem devis
savu artavu tehniskas terminologijas attistibai 19. gadsimta 2. pusé un
20. gadsimta sakuma.

Pétijums par inZeniera, pedagoga, RPI absolventa Japa Rupa
pedagogisko darbibu veikts, sadarbojoties RTU IVPC vaditajai Ilzei Gudro
un Vestures pétniecibas un zinatnisko publikaciju nodalas vaditajai Alidai
Zigmundei ar Gulbenes novada veéstures un makslas muzeja darbiniecém
llzi Useli un Inetu Baueri. Veicot izpéti, tapis pla$s raksts par J. Rupo,
vispusigi raksturojot vinu un atklajot mazak zinamo par So personibu,
tostarp darbibu ne tikai Gulbene.

Tresais pétijums ir par kugniecibas inZeniera Edgara Oto Pinkas
dzives likloc¢iem, kurus arhivos un bibliotékas pétijis vesturnieks Indulis
Zvirgzdins. E. 0. Pinka 1914. gada iestajas RP], tacu nestudéja un izvelejas
macities Juras inZenieru skola Kronstate. Starpkaru laika vins$ bija viens
no labakajiem specialistiem Latvijas jiiras spekos, popularizéjis latviesu
miuziku Francija. Vina meita Mara Pinka ir RPI absolvente un bijusi
docétaja.



RPI bijusa profesora Mihaila Berlova miizs pagajis cariskaja Krievija un
Latvijas Republika starpkaru laika. Ka izpétijuSas LU pétniece Svetlana
Kovalcuka un RTU profesore Alida Zigmunde, M. Berlovs un vina gimene
péc vilSanas padomju Krievija pirmajos padomju varas gados lidza
Latvijas varas iestades atlaut apmesties uz dzivi Riga un iegit Latvijas
pavalstniecibu. Nozimigs ir profesora pedagogiskais un zinatniskais
mantojums, tostarp vina sastaditas daudzas macibu gramatas.

Piektais pétijums ir par Latvijas Zinatnu akadémijas Goda doktora
Voldemara Dales zinatnisko darbibu un ieguldijumu energétikas attistiba.
Raksta autore, LU asocieta profesore Austra Avotina, zinatnieka dzivei
izseko visa miiza garuma, pieminot ari vina sadarbibu ar RTU Energétikas
un elektrotehnikas fakultati un tas zinatniekiem.

Talak seko privatas Skopjes Universitates Amerikas koledZas
Ziemelmakedonija profesora Vladimira Ladinska (Vladimir Ladinski)
pétijums par pirmajiem inZenieriem un arhitektiem, kas dzimusi
pasreizéjas Ziemelmakedonijas teritorija. Vairaku desmitu inzenieru vidi
pétnieks apzinajis ari tris RPI absolventus, kas augstskolu absolvéjusi
pirms Pirma pasaules kara un kuriem Belgradas Tehniska fakultate ir
atzinusi iegtito diplomu 20. gadsimta 30. gados.

Zinatnisko zurnalu noslédz aviacijas vésturnieks Ginters Zolingers
(Guenther Sollinger) ar pétijjumu par konstruktoriem un pilotiem -
pasaules aviacijas attistitajiem (1900-1914). Raksts tapis, analizéjot
14 142 individu dzivesdarbibu, ka arl lidmasinu tipus, helikopterus,
ornitopterus, planierus un citus lidojoSos aparatus, kas tika ekspluatéeti
20. gadsimta sakuma - lidz Pirmajam pasaules karam.

Zurnala nosléguma publicéti to RPI / RTU docétaju nekrologi, kuri
miiziba devusies 2022./2023. studiju gada laika. Muziba aizsaukti Gunars
Asaris,Vera Gosteine, Vladislavs Grisins, Rihards Indriksons, Liicija Kupce,
Peter Mensah, Janis Osis, Egils Pans, Laimonis gteinbergs, Gunars Upitis,
Janis Valeinis, Visvaldis Vrublevskis, Maris Zeltins; docétajs un RTU Goda
doktors Talis Millers; RTU Tautas deju ansambla «Vektors» ilggadgjais
vaditajs, horeografs Uldis Steins; ilgggadéjas darbinieces - Finansu
prorektora dienesta lietvede Gunta Freiberga, RTU Zinatniskas bibliotékas
bibliotekare Diana Ielite, RTU Arodbiedribas organizacijas Pensionaru
padomes priekSsédetaja Mara Léruma, InZeniermatematikas katedras
darbiniece Velta Saicane, RPI / RTU rektora bijusi palidze Daina Zviedre.

Zinatnisko rakstu krajumu nosledz RTU 2022./2023. studiju gada
nozimigako notikumu hronologija (01.09.2022-31.08.2023).

Galvena redaktore asociéta profesore Dr. psych. Airisa Steinberga

Prieksvards
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