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Summary. The aim of the article is to reveal the performance of Mārtiņš Stabiņš, 
a graduate of the Faculty of Automation and Computer Technology (1972; 
FACT) of Riga Polytechnic Institute (RPI), in the profession of engineer and 
high achievements in sports, becoming a Latvian champion in athletics several 
times, to reveal his daily life during his study years in the 1960s–1970s. Despite 
the fact that M. Stabiņš’ sports achievements have already described, this 
article summarizes his successes as well as reveals hitherto little-known and 
unpublished documents about his family, daily life, developments and interests. 
This is the first major research on the life of an engineer and athlete during 
seven decades. The resources used in the research are the personal archives of 
M. Stabiņš and of the author, documents of the National Archives of Latvia, and 
the collection of the National Library of Latvia.
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Introduction

RPI FACT graduate, engineer and athlete Mārtiņš Stabiņš is one of 
those people whose name is inextricably linked with RPI and the sports 
life and events of the Republic of Latvia in the second half of the 20th 
century and the 21st century. He has experienced very bright moments 
in his working life and sports; he has always been a patriot of his 
university – RPI (since 1990 – Riga Technical University), of Latvia and 
its sports.

RTU is known not only as the oldest technical university in the Baltic 
provinces, but also as a higher education institution, whose students 
and lecturers have been engaged in sports and have achieved excellent 
results in various sports competitions and participated in the Olympic 
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Games. During studies in 1960s–1970s, sport was compulsory not only 
in universities related to sports specialties. M. Stabiņš has been doing 
sports since childhood, and still does, encouraging others to do it. Many 
photographs, acknowledgments and certificates of honour that are 
used in the article with the permission of M. Stabiņš reflect his life. The 
research about him was performed by analysing documents, articles, 
photo archives and interviews with M. Stabiņš.

Childhood and School Years of M. Stabiņš 

Mārtiņš Stabiņš was born on 17 September 1948, in Rekava, Šķilbēni 
Parish, Balvi District. Initially there were two first names in his birth 
certificate – Mārtiņš and Jānis, but during the Soviet rule only one was to 
be written in person’s documents. Before receiving the passport, Mārtiņš 
had to change his birth certificate, leaving one name in it – Mārtiņš.

His mother Veronika Stabiņa (maiden name Makuža; 1916–2011) 
was born in Makuži, Viļāni District, graduated from the Rēzekne State 
Teachers Institute (1937) [1], worked as a Latvian language teacher for 
several decades – initially at Punduri Primary School (1937–1944) [2], 
then at Rekava Secondary School (1945–1976).

His father Pēteris Stabiņš (1914–1987) was born in Dzērbene, served 
in the Army of the Republic of Latvia in Rēzekne, was the postmaster in 
Punduri, Baltinava Parish, and later was a laboratory assistant at Rekava 
Secondary School for many years.

Figure 1. With his parents 
and brother in Rekava 
(1950). From the left: mother 
Veronika, brother Juris, 
Mārtiņš Stabiņš, father Pēteris.
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Figure 2. Mārtiņš Stabiņš’ father Pēteris, cousin Edīte Smagare, brother Juris, 
mother Veronika and Mārtiņš Stabiņš (1951).

After World War II, the family’s first place of residence and living 
conditions in Rekava were modest – the family had one room on the first 
floor of the building with furnace heating, water had to be brought from 
a well with buckets, a toilet was outside the house, however the kitchen 
was separate. Mārtiņš remembers that in the evenings the light was on 
for a long time – the family used a kerosene lamp, but later  electricity 
was provided by the mill and could be used until 10 p.m. The family went 
to the neighbours to watch TV because they did not have their own TV 
set. Living conditions improved slightly when the Stabiņi family moved 
from the one-room apartment to a two-room apartment at the other end 
of the same house. The part of the house where the family used to live 
was demolished.

In order to avoid trouble and condemnation of the Soviet authorities, 
the boy was baptized secretly in Baltinava, with his mother’s brother 
Vladislavs Makužs (1921–1960) invited to be his godfather and Valentīna 
Ruskule (1925–2010) as his godmother.

Mārtiņš’ childhood memories are quite vivid: his grandfather wanted 
both grandsons to become fishermen and taught them this craft, 
however none of the two brothers chose it. After kidney injury, when a 
heavy butt fell on him during field work, Mārtiņš miraculously survived 
and recovered. During his school years, he and his friends were very 
interested in music and orchestra, but Mārtiņš and his friends still chose 
sports [3].
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Figure 3. M. Stabiņš, a 3rd grade pupil of 
Rekava Secondary School (1957/1958).

Mārtiņš studied at Rekava Secondary School (1955–1966) and 
finished the first grade as an excellent pupil, receiving a commendation 
with photographs of Stalin and Lenin.

Figure 4. Commendation 
to M. Stabiņš, a 1st grade 
pupil (1956).

He had various free-time interests, Mārtiņš and other pupils went 
skiing, played basketball and volleyball and trained in athletics in the 
stadium. M. Stabiņš’ first diploma for high results in athletics dates back 
to 1962. During his primary school years, Mārtiņš was often the best in 
both school and district competitions in various athletics disciplines. 
When he was in secondary school, Gunārs Stradiņš, the coach and 
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director (1962–1967) of the Balvi District Children’s and Youth Sports 
School, sent him training plans, which M. Stabiņš conscientiously carried 
out by himself [3]. He was the best in many athletics disciplines in the 
region. In the autumn of 1963, coach G. Stradiņš predicted that Mārtiņš 
Stabiņš could become a «athlete in the future»  [4]. The coach was not 
mistaken – in the following years M. Stabiņš became a multiple record 
holder in track and field athletics in Balvi District, won the 4th place in 
octathlon and triple jump in competitions of the republic [5].

At home, Mārtiņš and his brother were assigned various 
responsibilities to help the family. Thanks to physical activities he 
found his lifelong occupation – sports. He attended school with a serious 
attitude towards studies and work taught by his mother – a teacher.

M. Stabiņš’ Studies at RPI

While studying at RPI FACT (1966–1972), M. Stabiņš used every 
opportunity to combine studies with work and sports, at the same 
time appreciating the quality of studies and the professionalism of 
the teaching staff. He had experienced what lack of money meant for 
the family in the post-war years, therefore not being granted a stipend 
after entrance examinations because of two low marks and due to 
the strict selection of applicants in RPI annual enrolment proved to be 
a challenge for M. Stabiņš. He was not granted a stipend because his 
results of entrance examinations were among one «five», were two 
«fours», and also two «threes». M. Stabiņš’ character, entrepreneurship, 
will, optimism, as well as structured and thorough knowledge acquired 
during secondary school years were of great importance – he endured 
the difficult beginning of studies.

Figure 5. RPI FACT student Mārtiņš Stabiņš (1966).
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Figure 6. Plate at the entrance to RPI 
FACT in Riga, 9 Ausekļa Street (1982). 

RPI was an engineers’ forge that trained specialists in many 
specialties and the university always strived to ensure the quality of 
studies. Brother Juris suggested that Mārtiņš could work in RPI FACT 
computer technology training laboratory as a laboratory assistant. 
Thus, the freshman was forced to keep up with the works of third-year 
students... [3].

Figure 7. RPI FACT students in 
dormitories in Riga, 11 Skolas 
Street (1968). From the left: 
Mārtiņš Stabiņš, Aivars Sproģis, 
Ivars Kaktiņš.

Figure 8. Apple picking with 
fellow-students at Aivars 
Sproģis’ garden in Skrīveri 
(1969). From the left: Aivars 
Sproģis cousin Mārtiņš Sproģis, 
RPI FACT students: Ruta 
Sproģe, unknown person, 
Lillija Veisbuka, Aivars 
Sproģis, Dagmāra Šīrone, Aina 
Andersone, and Ēvalds Viļums.
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M. Stabiņš remembers studies at RPI also for the serious and 
demanding attitude of the teaching staff. For example, student M. Stabiņš 
took an exam in a subject four times, attending consultations throughout 
the summer, until he «memorized the subject» [3].

Figure 9. RPI FACT 0608 specialty 
students in Gaiziņkalns (1968). 
From the left: Anna Cakule, Ilze 
Klincāre, Lauma Lapa, Dailis Ķeris, 
Tālis Orlovs, Mārtiņš Stabiņš, and 
Aina Andersone.

At the end of their studies, all male RPI graduates were required to 
complete a two-month so-called «sbori» (a short analogy of a military 
service in the Soviet Army), as students usually were not called to 
serve in the army during their studies. M. Stabiņš remembers those 
moments and officers with jokes and smiles; but those who did not enter 
universities and did not study had to serve two or three (for sailors) 
years in the Soviet army.

Figure 10. M. Stabiņš at RPI Alumni 
Army Camp in Klooga, Estonia 
(1972).

When M. Stabiņš completed his studies in the specialty of electronic 
computing machines (0608) in RPI FACT, he was awarded the 
qualification of an engineer-mathematician.
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Figure 11. M. Stabiņš’ Diploma of Graduation from RPI (1972).

RPI graduate M. Stabiņš gratefully remembers his study years, 
lecturers, group members, events, and challenges. To acquire an 
engineering degree, one had to invest a lot of work, study, solve difficult 
tasks, and spend many hours at the drawing board or in the laboratory. 
The profession of an engineer was very prestigious therefore, Mārtiņš 
purposefully studied in order to acquire this profession. The group 
members’ support, jokes, laughter, and tips helped as well.

Figure 12. RPI FACT 
graduates of 0608 speciality 
(1972). Row 1 from the left: 
Skaidrīte Agriņa, Astra Volfa, 
Jānis Kalniņš, Ilze Pētersone. 
Row 2 from the left: Dzintra 
Šulce, Regīna Vugule, Lilita 
Gertsone, Ināra Krūmiņliepa, 
Edīte Vikmane, Inta Salna.  
Row 3 from the left: Severīns 
Dūms, Juris Grāveris, Juris 
Jurševics, Aleksandrs 
Aleksanders, Mārtiņš Stabiņš.
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The fellow students of the course group of M. Stabiņš’ are close and 
friendly up to this day. The course members got to know each other and 
became friends in the beginning of the 1st  study year, in September, 
when all the students had to help the collective farms with the harvest. 
The friendship of youth continues and M. Stabiņš is the active and 
creative centre of the group, around whom the course mates «revolve». 
They meet, attend their lecturers and share memories [3].

During the study years, M. Stabiņš had close contacts not only 
with the group members, he made friends also with other students of 
the Faculty, for example, students of automation and telemechanics 
speciality (0606) Ēvalds Viļums and Ivars Kaktiņš, as well as students of 
other faculties.

Athlete’s Activities

During his studies, M. Stabiņš continued to do sports and a lot of 
training. In 1968, his coach was RPI Assistant Professor Kārlis Liepiņš 
(1913–1994). From 1969 to 1973, the coach of the would-be champion 
was RPI coach Uldis Barbans (1932–2009) [3]. The success followed, 
which set Mārtiņš’ professional sport level in the coming years.

Figure 13. RPI coach K. Liepiņš with his 
students (1967/1968). From the left: Mārtiņš 
Stabiņš, Andris Ozols, Kārlis Liepiņš, and 
Miervaldis Jasovičs.

In 1970, RPI students beat four records of their university, one 
of them was M. Stabiņš  in 110-metres hurdles (14.8 s). That year he 
was among the best athletes of the university in five other athletics 
disciplines – 100 metres running (11.2 s), 200 metres hurdles (24.9 s), 
long jump (6.72 m), high jump (1.75 m), three-jump (12.84 m) [6]. 
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M. Stabiņš was also among the best athletes of RPI in 1971 and 1972, 

moreover, he was also one of the best hurdles runners in Latvia in the 
distance of 55 and 110 meters. It did not happen without injuries. 
In the spring of 1971, the athlete had a serious injury, but gradually 
recovered from it and started again with good results [7]. In the 1972 
RPI Spartakiad, he won the 1st place and new RPI record (14.7 s) in the 
110-metre hurdles competition. In the 1972 Spartakiad competitions 
of Latvian universities, his results were even better – in the 110-metre 
hurdles, M. Stabiņš set a new RPI record – 14.6 s. The year 1973 was even 
more successful – M. Stabiņš repeated the 18-year-old Latvian record of 
sprinter and hurdler Viesturs Kumuška (1928–1977) in the 110-metre 
hurdles (14.4 s) [8, 9].

Figure 14. Diploma for the 1st place in RPI Spartakiad in 
Athletics (1972).

Figure 15. RPI students’ 
traditional relay race on 2 May 
in Riga (1972). 
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Sports did not interfere with studies, it even helped. Being a member 
of the Latvian national team guaranteed that he received RPI stipend, 
enabling him to actively do sports under the guidance of RPI coaches 
and to study successfully. The athlete needed to learn the ability to 
concentrate, attend countless workouts and had to believe in his own 
strength, overcome stress in case of loss, and keep himself in good 
physical shape.

Figure 16. Mārtiņš Stabiņš competes 
with Juris Trēziņš, a student of the 
Latvian State Institute of Physical Culture 
(first from the left) at the University 
Spartakiad in Athletics in 110-metre 
hurdles competition (1972).

In addition to his work as an engineer, M. Stabiņš continued to train 
and on 20 August 1974 at the Latvian Junior Championships (starting 
out of competition) in 110-metre hurdles he improved his result again 
gaining new Latvian record – 14.1 s [10]. In order to receive the title of 
sports champion of the Union of Soviet States (USSR), the result had to 
be a tenth of a second better. On 28 May 1975, M. Stabiņš succeeded and 
he both set a new Latvian record in the 110-metre hurdles (14.0 s) and 
won the right to participate in the finals of the 6th USSR Spartakiad in 
the summer of 1975 [11].

Figure 17. Mārtiņš Stabiņš’ USSR sports master’s certificate (16.08.1975).
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Figure 18. Mārtiņš Stabiņš at 
the Latvian University Sports 
Club Championships in Athletics 
(1975).

The 1970s were successful for athlete M. Stabiņš. Careful training 
for many years and a fantastic return to the sport naturally gave 
excellent results. We can only imagine what his career as an athlete 
would have been like if he were able to perfect his skills in international 
competitions – in a different environment, with different equipment, 
meeting strong opponents. But it was a different era.

Historian, teacher Irēna Šaicāne, evaluating the success of North 
Latgale athletes, summarized the sports results of Mārtiņš Stabiņš and 
named him a famous RPI athlete [12] who five times beat the Latvian 
record in 110 m hurdles, eight times was a Latvian champion in this 
sport and four times Riga champion. He was also successful in the 
55-metre hurdles indoors – he has been the champion of Riga five times. 
In 1970, M. Stabiņš won the title of Latvian champion in a 4 x 100 metre 
relay race (43.3 s) representing sports association «Daugava». He was 
a member of the Latvian national team (1969–1976) winning the 110-
metre hurdles competition between Latvian and Estonian athletes 
(1973, 1974). There have also been smaller-scale victories – M. Stabiņš 
has won the title of champion of the sports society «Daugava» six times 
in the 55-metre hurdles and six times in the 110-metre hurdles, was 2nd 
in the «Riga Cups» (1973) and several times was vice-champion and a 
3rd place winner [9].
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After the active career of athlete, M. Stabiņš participated in the 
activities of the Latvian Athletics Association of Veterans and the 
Latvian Sports Veterans Union (LSVU), participated in the world 
masters championships in athletics. On 3 August 1999, in Gateshead 
(England), participating in the World Masters Athletics Championships, 
the Latvian veteran's record in the 100 m hurdles +50 group – 15.86 s – 
was corrected [13]. Being a sports veteran, Mārtiņš’ best results are: 
100  meters running (13.9 s) in LSVU veterans sports games (2005), 
discus throwing (35.25 m) in Valmiera open championship for sports 
veterans (2013), shot pot (11.00 m) in LSVU Sports Games (2015) [13]. 

Together with friends and competitors of the youth days, there have 
been countless interesting competitions and matches, and meetings at 
anniversary celebrations. Former coaches are not forgotten, for example, 
in December 2002, RPI graduates went to Zaube to congratulate former 
coach U. Barbans [3]. Former athletes are enthusiasts of various physical 
and sports activities, time has no influence.

Figure 19. RPI graduates visiting 
U. Barbans in Zaube to celebrate his 70th 
anniversary (15.12.2002). From the left: 
Andis Upītis-Upenieks, Alberts Andersons, 
Anita Villere (Ločmele), coach U. Barbans, 
Silvija Brūna (Lele), Lonija Strauta, 
Mārtiņš Stabiņš, Inta Balcere (Vītola), 
Oskars Brūns, and graduate of University 
of Latvia (UL) Dace Markus (Briediņa) – 
student of UL coach Vilis Bernhards.

Figure 20. World Masters Athletics 
Championships in Gateshead, England 
(1999). The sign is carried by Ilmārs 
Saulgriezis and the flag by Mārtiņš Stabiņš. 
Row 3 from the left: Iraida Zālīte, Malda 
Lange. Row 4 from the left: Dzintra 
Zinkovska, Sandra Dejus, Brigita de Copet.

Ērika Lanka

Graduate of Riga 
Polytechnic 
Institute, Engineer 
and Athlete  
Mārtiņš Stabiņš



114

HISTORY OF 
ENGINEERING 
SCIENCES AND 

INSTITUTIONS OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION

2020/4
Starting as a member of the Jelgava volleyball team +65 in the World 

Masters (Seniors) Games in Turin (Italy) in 2013, he won the 2nd place. 
RPI graduate (1970) Juris Kahanovičs1 also participated in the team [14].

In addition to sports, M. Stabiņš is interested in the history of 
Latvian sports and is involved in documenting it. His photo archive was 
used in the book «Sports Ziemeļlatgalē: ceļš līdz olimpiskajai medaļai» 
(«Sports in Northern Latgale: The Road to the Olympic Medal») (2016) 
by historian I. Šaicāne, who also mentions his sports achievements [12]. 
M. Stabiņš assisted RPI graduate (1968), athlete and athletics statistician 
Andris Staģis in the creation of four books – «Latvijas barjerskrējēji: no 
Alslēbena līdz Olijaram» («Latvian Hurdlers: from Alslēbens to Olijars») 
(2013), «Latvijas vieglatlētikas vēsture: 1897–1944» («History of 
Latvian Athletics: 1897–1944») (2016), «Latvijas vieglatlētikas vēsture: 
1944–1991» («History of Latvian Athletics: 1944–1991»), «Latvijas 
vieglatlētikas vēsture: 1992–2018» («History of Latvian Athletics: 1992–
2018») [9, 15, 16, 17].  M. Stabiņš selected photographs for all the books. 
M.  Stabiņš is also one of the authors of the idea of the book on Latvian 
hurdlers.

Figure 21. The book presentation 
event of Andris Staģis book «Latvijas 
barjerskrējēji: no Alslēbena līdz 
Olijaram» at the Latvian Sports Museum 
(21.11.2013). Presentation of the first 
copy to the author. From the left: A. Staģis, 
M. Stabiņš.

Figure 22. Presentation of Andris Staģis 
book «Latvijas vieglatlētikas vēsture: 
1897–1944» in the bookstore «Jumava» in 
Riga, 73 Dzirnavu Street (2016). From the 
left: A. Staģis, M. Stabiņš.

1	  Juris Kahanovičs is often confused with his brother Jānis Kahanovičs in publications.
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By doing the research and interviews with M. Stabiņš the author 
made sure that athletic achievements are based on careful work about 
which the four-time Olympic champion American athlete Jesse Owens 
(1913–1980) said: «We all have dreams. But as a rule, it takes a lot of 
determination, enthusiasm, self-discipline and dedication to make these 
dreams come true» [12]. This can also be applied to M. Stabiņš. 

Career of M. Stabiņš

In 1972, M. Stabiņš graduated from RPI. Before receiving the 
diploma – in April – the young engineer had to choose the place of work, 
which was done according to the decision of the State Distribution 
Commission. It coordinated the distribution of the necessary specialists 
of the National Planning Commission. At that time, the graduates of 
full-time department had to comply with the distribution of young 
specialists of all Soviet Union, which meant that after graduation, all full-
time students had to work for three years in one of the vacancies offered 
to the graduates that year. The average score (average mark in studies 
plus points for public work during studies) played an important role in 
state distribution. M. Stabiņš’ success in sports and diligence received the 
highest evaluation in public work, so he was better than other graduates 
and even surpassed some whose average mark in studies was higher, but 
who had not been active in public work. Already during his internship in 
the fifth year, M. Stabiņš worked in the USSR Northwest Energy Systems 
Joint Dispatcher Administration (NESJDA), where he also developed 
his Diploma Thesis and made friends with the team. The interests of 
the new engineer and the chosen job coincided [18]. Two decades after 
completing the Diploma Thesis – from 1972 to 1992 – M. Stabiņš was an 
engineer in the USSR NESJDA.

Figure 23. Identification card of Engineer of the USSR Northwest Energy Systems 
Joint Dispatcher Administration (1990).
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Figure 24. Together with 
Vladimirs Astafjevs, Deputy of 
Computer Service, RPI graduate, 
at the ES1040 computer control 
panel NESJDA in Riga, 1 Šmerļa 
Street (1976).

From 1992 to 2003, M. Stabiņš was a duty officer of the dispatching 
centre «Baltija». From 1997 to 2017, he worked in the Facilities 
Department of Riga Academy of Pedagogy and Education Management 
(RAPEM), from 2017, (after the merging of RAPEM and the Faculty 
of Pedagogy, Psychology and Art (FPPA) of UL) – in the Facilities 
Department of the UL. After merging of the two universities, the author 
of the article, who has been a long-term UL FPP lecturer, was lucky 
to meet M. Stabiņš as one of the first new colleagues from the former 
RAPEM.  They met at the LU branch in Alūksne in March 2018 – and it 
became a wonderful basis for a team of colleagues. It is impossible to 
wish for a better colleague.

The Family of M. Stabiņš During Times

Mārtiņš grew up in a hard-working and loving family and when 
the author met him, he had a quiet admiration for their wisdom and 
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resilience. A significant role in his life had his older brother engineer, 
Juris Stabiņš, Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences and Engineering, who was 
seven years older than Mārtiņš, therefore, he sometimes taught him, as 
well as helped and shared his experience [3]. Brother J. Stabiņš worked 
for many years at RPI (1963–1989), was a lecturer in FACT and later 
Rector of RAPEM [19].

After graduating from RPI and starting his career of an engineer, 
he had to think about starting his own family. M. Stabiņš chose Zane 
Čakstiņa as his wife, who was studying at Riga Medical Institute at that 
time. The wedding took place on Christmas 1976. Zane and Mārtiņš 
Stabiņš are approaching the 45th anniversary of their marriage. They 
raised two daughters – Gundega (m. Turnele) and Agnese (m. Leilande).

Figure 25. Mārtiņš and Zane 
Stabiņi on the wedding day 
(24.12.1976).

Figure 26. Mārtiņš Stabiņš – 
on his 55th anniversary at the 
stand of medals won in sports 
competitions (2003).
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Figure 27. Celebrating the 60th 
anniversary at home in Saulkrasti 
(2008).

In his leisure time, Mārtiņš does not only sports. He gives joy to his 
family by playing guitar. Four grandchildren do not allow to get bored 
either – daughter Gundega has two boys: Oskars and Jēkabs; daughter 
Agnese has two daughters: Anna and Laima. Mārtiņš is always optimistic 
in family and at work. Since 1973, M. Stabiņš has enjoyed downhill skiing 
and every year the family travels to the Austrian mountains to ski. 
Mārtiņš is waiting for that moment or all year round. In his youth he also 
enjoyed playing volleyball and tennis.

Figure 28. M. Stabiņš with 
his granddaughter Anna in 
Badgastein, Austria  
(March 2017).
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Figure 29. Mārtiņš Stabiņš with daughters and grandchildren in Līgatne 
(23.02.2020). In the row 1 from the left: Jēkabs Turnelis, Anna Leilande, Oskars 
Turnelis. In the row 2 from the left: Mārtiņš Stabiņš, daughter Agnese Leilande, 
Laima Leilande, and daughter Gundega Turnele.

Conclusions

Riga Technical University, the heir of RPI traditions and activities, 
can be proud of such graduate as Mārtiņš Stabiņš. Born in the post-
war period, he always tried to set further goals and honour Latvia’s 
name both during the Soviet rule and during the restored Republic of 
Latvia. Mārtiņš Stabiņš is one of the most outstanding RPI graduates, 
in the history of sports his name is associated with the title of Latvian 
champion in hurdles eight times and once in 4 x 100 relay race. M. Stabiņš 
is an engineer, athlete, organizer of sports life, inspirer of veteran sports 
competitions, co-author of books on the history of Latvian sports, 
family researcher, father, husband, and grandfather. The athlete has 
experienced different and various times, but has always maintained 
self-esteem, work ethics, optimism and a sporting fighting spirit. His 
professional activities and sports achievements, including human quality 
and optimism, are a great contribution to Latvia and his alma mater, the 
current RTU. M. Stabiņš is and will be role model for others.

Ērika Lanka

Graduate of Riga 
Polytechnic 
Institute, Engineer 
and Athlete  
Mārtiņš Stabiņš
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Ērika Lanka

Rīgas Politehniskā institūta absolvents, inženieris un sportists 
Mārtiņš Stabiņš
Raksta mērķis ir atklāt Rīgas Politehniskā institūta (RPI) Automātikas un skait-
ļošanas tehnikas fakultātes (ASTF) absolventa (1972) Mārtiņa Stabiņa veikumu 
inženiera profesijā un augstos sasniegumus sportā, vairākkārt kļūstot par Lat-
vijas čempionu vieglatlētikā, atklāt studentu ikdienu 20. gadsimta 60.–70. gados. 
Par M. Stabiņa sportiskajiem sasniegumiem ir rakstīts, šajā pētījumā viņa pa-
nākumi apkopoti, kā arī atklāti līdz šim maz zināmi un nepopularizēti materiāli 
par viņa ģimeni, ikdienu, izaugsmi un interesēm. Tas ir pirmais plašākais pētī-
jums par inženiera un sportista dzīves darbību septiņos gadu desmitos. Pētīju-
mā izmantoti M. Stabiņa un autores personīgie arhīvi, Latvijas Nacionālā arhīva 
dokumenti un Latvijas Nacionālās bibliotēkas krājums.

Atslēgas vārdi: Mārtiņš Stabiņš, Rīgas Politehniskais institūts, barjerskriešana.
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